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elections of 1936 were held two months after Hitler had
marched into the Rhineland. They were fought on the main
issue of the Popular Front.
The programme of the Front Populaire, which claimed to be
in the direct revolutionary tradition and to be 'directly inspired
by the watch-words of 14 July9, was grouped under four heads.
First, the f defence of freedom3, which meant the dissolution of
the Fascist leagues, purification of the Press and public life
generally, and defence of trade-union liberties. Secondly, the
'defence of peace', which meant support for the League of
Nations and the principles of collective security, and for dis-
armament.  Thirdly,  'economic demands', which included
systematic tackling of unemployment, reduction of the work-
ing week, old-age pensions, a programme of public works, a
Wheat Marketing Board, and nationalization of the Bank of
France. Finally, 'financial purification', which meant estab-
lishing a War Pensions Fund, a more steeply graded income
tax, and more severe measures against tax-evasion. In a word
—all the social and economic reforms which had been clamour-
ing for attention since 1919 or earlier were to be tackled after
the civil strife of 1934, and after Germany had seized the
essential spring-board for her next attack on France.1 If the
Popular Front experiment failed, it was not and could not be
entirely the responsibility of the Popular Front Government
itself. The 'modern challenge' was taken up at five minutes to
twelve, thanks to the dilatory politics which were the product
of a divided national community and a compromise parlia-
mentary regime. That the challenge was taken up with such
fine spirit at so late an hour is indicative of the life that still
survived in the French democratic ideal. The Popular Front
failed, in the sense that it lasted barely two years and gave way,
by uneasy stages, to the Radical Government of Daladier in
April 1938. It did not fail, in the sense that every reform car-
ried out by it—except the institution of the forty-hour week
which had not been specified in the Popular Front programme,
1 On the Popular Front Programme and how much of it was
achieved, see A. Werth: The Destiny of France, Chapters XIV-XX.
And cf. below, Appendix II, B.

